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For this reason Carthage renewed in 348 B. c. the commercial
treaty concluded with Rome at the end of the sixth century ;
and for this reason the commercial treaty was converted in
279 during the war with Pyrrhus into a military alliance
against the common enemy. It is clear that Carthage still
regarded Rome as a counterpoise to the Greek cities, just as
she had regarded Etruria at an earlier date.
But the position was altered when all the harbours of
south Italy were annexed to the empire of Rome, and when
the interests of Naples and Tarentum, those ancient rivals
of Carthage, became the interests of Rome also. It became
clear to Carthage that Rome, as the leader of the western
Greeks, was bound in the near future to take a hand in
Sicilian affairs and to support the Sicilian Greeks in their
secular struggle with the Carthaginians. It was significant
that Rome had long been the ally of Massilia, the other Greek
rival that Carthage feared. It must also be observed that
relations between the Sicilian Greeks and the native Italian
tribes, always frequent and uninterrupted, were especially
active in the fourth century B. c. Detachments of Samnites
were frequently hired for military service in Sicily, and many
of them, after a period of service, were rewarded by their
employers with allotments of land. A striking instance of the
Samnite desire to establish themselves in Sicily is afforded by
the history of the Greek city of Messana. It was seized by
Samnite mercenaries in the pay of Agathocles and converted
into a Samnite city—a fate which had long before befallen
Rhegium, a Greek city on the eastern side of the Straits.
Thus the collision between Rome and Carthage was inevit-
able ; and the sooner it came, the better for Carthage. The
strength of the rivals was nearly equal. Both powers were
based on a community of citizens and originally relied on a
citizen army, numerous and well trained. Both powers had
allies, who were bound to contribute their forces in case their
principal was involved in war against any enemy whatever.
On one side were Etruscans, Samnites, Umbrians, and Italian
Greeks, while the African Empire of Carthage could count on
the Berbers or Libyans who inhabited her territory, and on the
Nurnidians who were neighbours and tributaries ; and both
these were warlike nations and by no means uncivilized. In
neither case was there any strong feeling of attachment on the
part of the allies to their principal; still, under ordinary cir-

